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SUBJECT :     "Color  Counts"..  Information  from  official  of  the  Production  and  Marketing 
Administration,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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mere  are  always  two  possibilities  for  the  food-buying  homemaker.    To  pinch  or 
to  see.    Or  both.    If  you're  of  the  "look-see"  school  of  buying,  it's  color  that 
you  look  for  all  the  way  down  the  line.    How  pink  the  grapefruit,  how  green  the 
cabbage,  how  wan  the  egg  shell  can  be  the  deciding  factor  in  the  daily  shopping 


rounds. 


The  Government  has  recognized  this  yen  for  color  and  has  made  it  a  part  of  the 
grade  standard  for  many  commodities. 

Suppose  there's  a  special  peach  dish  you  wish  to  serve.    Any  peach  won't  do. 
It  has  to  be  well-ripened,  firm,  tender  of  texture. .  .and  the  color  must  be  uniform. 
In  other  words,  it's  the  best  grade  that  you  want.    For  a  peach  pie  where  the  fruit 
is  cooked,  a  lower  grade  will  do  very  nicely.    Both  grades  are  nutritional  and 


wholesome . 


Another  Instance  comedo  mind  where  color  la  really  significant.    And  that  la 
color  In  hay.    Wow,  whatever  doea  color  have  to  do  with  the  quality  of    hay— or 
the  kind  of  heef  that  emerges  from  the  cow  that  eata  Itt    Everything,  lady,  every- 
thing.  _^ 

\ 

Green  hay  la  the  moat  desiratle.    How  don't  think  that  thia  la  a  matter  of 
esthetics... that  green  Is  relaxing  and  delights  the  eye.    There's  more  to  It  than 
meets  the  eye.    The  feed  value  Is  directly  related  to  the  color.    Green  hay  haa 
good  feeding  value.    If  the  hay  ia  hrown,  you  might  uae  it  for  aomething. .  .hut  not 
for  huildlng  up  tha  life  hlood  of  your  cattle. 

-more- 


Experiments  conducted  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  show 
that  when  U.  S.  Timothy  No.  1,  a  very  green  hay,  is  fed  to  dairy  cows  as  their  sole 
source  of  carotene,  everything  goes  along  In  fine  fashion.    The  cows  remain  in  good 
health  and  produce  normal  young.    And  the  "beef  from  these  green-fed  cows  is  likely 
to  "be  Just  the  red  you  crave. 

But  take  the  same  cow  and  give  it  a  six-month  diet  of  Timothy  No.  3,  a  very 
brown  hay,  and  see  what  happens.    What  do  you  think?    These  cows  usually  drop 
immature,  weak  or  dead  calves.    And  if  you  think  that's  bad,  ;rou  haven't  heard 
anything  yet.    Normal  calves  that  are  fed  milk  from  cows  munching  off  of  Timothy 
'No.  3/  have  been  known  to  die  within  three  months.    Color,  as  you  see,  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  destiny  of  cows. 

The  same  goes  for  cotton.-,  .but  it  is  not  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  With 
cotton,  it's  the  purse  that  suffers  or  benefits.    Many  a  cotton  classer  has  dis- 
covered that  a  grade  determined  in  the  light  from  a  west  window  does  not  jibe  with 
a  grade  determined  in  an  eastern  ray.    So  important  is  the  difference  between 
bright  and  dull  cotton  that  the  Government  has  developed  a  special  type  of  skylight 
to  arrive  at  the  right  color. 

Color  is  a  consideration  in  practically  every  product  graded  by  Department  of 
Agriculture  inspectors.    These  products  include  butter,  cheese,  eggs,  fruits  and 
vegetables,  honey,  tobacco,  cereal  grains,  meat  and  rosin.    Sometimes  the  color  is 
explained  with  word  descriptions.    Sometimes  it  is  done,  by  comparing  with  a  sample 
^And  sometimes  it's  measured  by  machine  and  reduced  to  decimals. 

Whatever  the  system... you  can  bet  your  eye  tooth  that  it  would  be  a  liability 
to  be  a  color  deficient  inspector! 
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